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1 July 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Johanna, Wendy and Drew, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 30 June concerning the recent discussions on local government 
pay at the COSLA Leaders meeting held on 24 June.  
 
I have commended and thanked local government workers on multiple occasions over the last 
year for the part they have played in the fight against this pandemic. I do not hesitate in doing 
so again in this letter. I absolutely recognise and appreciate the extraordinary efforts of council 
workers and have regularly commended your members and thanked them for their efforts in 
numerous correspondence, including many Parliamentary debates. It would distress me 
greatly to think that local government workers, many of whom I know and work alongside, 
might believe that their efforts are not valued by the Scottish Government on the basis of your 
letter.   
 
I attended the COSLA Leaders meeting in the spirit of partnership, and to discuss the financial 
and delivery challenges currently faced by local government as we progress towards Covid 
recovery. I am disappointed that the spirit of our partnership approach has not been upheld 
and sources have chosen to so wildly misconstrue what was said, which leads me to conclude 
that these ‘sources’ do not have the best interests of local government, their staff or their 
communities at heart.  
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I must, however, reiterate that the Scottish Government has never been involved in the local 
government pay negotiations. Pay settlements for council workers (excluding teachers) is a 
matter for COSLA and is determined through negotiations at the Scottish Joint Committee 
(SJC). The Scottish Government is not a member of the SJC and this is therefore not a matter 
the Scottish Government can intervene in. It remains for the local government, trade unions 
and COSLA to progress pay negotiations and reach a settlement which is suitable to both 
sides. 
 
I hope this reply is helpful and clarifies the position of the Scottish Government and I would be 
happy to meet with you to discuss this matter further  
 
I have copied this letter to the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Housing and Local 
Government, the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills, and the COSLA Resources 
Spokesperson, Councillor Gail Macgregor.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

KATE FORBES 
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